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Going to be a great discussion today, thanks for joining.

The rapid growth and 
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Tracking and investing in dual enrollment as an 
effective pathway for more students. 
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A non-profit and partner of both 
Gates Foundation and Ed Equity 
Lab, EOS works with districts to 

identify and enroll more 
qualified students in advanced 

coursework to improve post-
secondary outcomes. 

Champions the Dual Credit 
program at Hubbard High 

School in Chicago. 
And broader the CPS district is 

also partnered with EOS and Ed 
Equity Lab.

Delivers and supports college-
credit bearing courses from top 

universities into historically 
underserved high schools, at 

scale.

Improving education systems to 
support students in the 

transitions from high school to 
college, career, and beyond. We 

focus on dual enrollment as 
one of the most promising 

pathways.

Today’s panel: national dual enrollment leaders 



For the purposes of discussion today, “dual enrollment” refers to any form of enrollment or credit program. 

What is dual enrollment

Broadly speaking, dual enrollment is when high 
school students take college courses. 

There are significant differences in approach, from 
structure, to course offerings, student supports, and 
mode of learning. 

• Dual credit – student takes college-level courses during school day 
at high school

• Dual enrollment – classes taken outside of school hours at college 
campus or online. 

• Courses may be taught by qualified high school instructors or 
college faculty; subjects range from general to technical workforce 
courses. 



State of dual enrollment

1. nacep; 2 NECP; 3. CCRC, <What Happened to Community College Enrollment…>.

Rapid growth nationwide in last decade 

School adoption Student participation Hurdles persist

• 89% of public high schools in 
the US offer dual enrollment 

• 80% Take college courses at 
their high school, 17% attend on 
college campuses, 3% other. 

• 70% Of DE courses are offered 
by community colleges (1/5 of 
their students are in high school)

• 9.7% of students participated 
in DE in 2021 – 3x since 2001

• States with highest DE 
participation: ID 58%, IN 58%, 
IA 57%, MN 43%, CO 38%

• Access often skews away from 
low-income, students of color 

• DE is not always aligned to other 
postsecondary programs that 
are in high-demand

• Some eligibility barriers block 
qualified kids 

https://www.nacep.org/resource-center/nacep-fast-facts/
https://www.aacc.nche.edu/2024/08/30/datapoints-new-data-on-dual-enrollment/


• Students that complete DE courses in high school 
are more likely to: 

• Graduate high school 
• Go to college and stay in college
• Complete a degree1 

• This is true across student-groups: 

• Students of color enroll in college at higher rates (+9.8pp 
Black and +8.6pp Hispanic students)2

• Low-income students attain bachelor’s degrees at higher 
rates 7.6% 3 

• Academically struggling students enroll in college at 20% 
higher rates. 4 

• In majority-minority districts, DE students are 32-
56% more likely to go to college than non-
participating peers. E.g. CPS  

1) Nacep, fast facts. (2) Liu, V. Y. T., Minaya, V., Zhang, Q., & Xu, D. (2020). High school dual enrollment in Florida: Effects on college outcomes by race/ethnicity and course modality. CCRC. (3) 
Blankenberger B., Lichtenberger E., Witt M. A., Franklin D. (2017). <Diverse students, high school factors, and completion ag enda goals…>, Link. (4) Lee & Villarreal, 2022. Link.

Positive outcomes for all students
State of dual enrollment 

https://www.nacep.org/resource-center/nacep-fast-facts/
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/media/k2/attachments/dual-enrollment-floridarace-ethnicity-course-modality.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0013124516644047%203
https://uei.utsa.edu/_files/pdfs/DualCredit_March2022.pdf


State of dual enrollment

Example: National Education Equity Lab partners

Leading colleges are on board with DE too



Levers to maximize the impact and value of DE
Supporting dual enrollment programs  

Structured 
paths

• Map DE course 
options to 
postsecondary 
programs and 
careers in demand 

• Ensure rigor 
matches CCR  

Credit 
momentum

• Get a jumpstart on 
college to realize 
it’s attainable 

• Unblock perceived 
barriers (e.g. cost, 
smarts, income, 
race, etc.)

Accessibility

• Choose 
instructional 
delivery models 
that increase 
accessibility and 
learning for your 
students – in person 
or online 

• A careful balance of 
access, supports, 
and cost 

Integrated 
supports

• Provide advisory 
counsel for DE 
students

• Roadmaps are a 
great example, 
paired with co-
student study 
groups or similar to 
empower DE 
students as a 
cohort. 



Case examples from Ed Equity Lab and CPS 
Supporting dual enrollment programs  



• One of DE’s greatest advantages is its foundation in 
community, it’s an amazing local partnership between 
all the key players.  

• Before jumping in, start with the right kind of survey 
to reveal staff perspectives and student voice: 

• What are your students’ aspirations and barriers?

• Beyond test scores, what kind of students are they, what 
motivates them? 

• What academic pathways are they aware of or not? 

• Starting with the right survey reveals staff perspectives 
and student voice, which when paired with your 
program data, greatly informs what DE success looks 
like for your district and which students to engage.  

A final note, the value of student voice in planning
Supporting dual enrollment programs  

*Most partner districts use Clever, but districts can easily bulk upload school data to the EOS Portal too. 



Questions? 

Open discussion 

And before we wrap up: 
Panel – what is 1 key tactic for DE that districts can 
focus on now for next year?



Market research on DE for 
further reading

From the Gates Foundation

• Maximizing the potential of dual enrollment learning deck

Community College Research Center 

• How many students are taking dual enrollment essay

• State findings: Dual Enrollment Student Outcomes

• DEEP: A Research-Based Framework for Broadening the Benefits of 
Dual Enrollment

State case example data 

• Texas Dual Credit Dashboard

• California Dual Enrollment Access Gap Tool and Fact Sheet

Resources

https://usprogram.gatesfoundation.org/news-and-insights/articles/maximizing-the-potential-of-dual-enrollment
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/how-many-students-are-taking-dual-enrollment-courses-in-high-school-new-national-state-and-college-level-data.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/dashboard/dual-enrollment.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/introducing-deep-research-based-framework.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/introducing-deep-research-based-framework.html
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/john.fink/viz/CCRCUTTexasDualCreditDashboardBeta/Introduction
https://careerladdersproject.org/resource/dual-enrollment-access-gap-tool/
https://www.ppic.org/publication/fact-sheet-dual-enrollment-in-california/


Thank you for joining today

Connect with EOS about your DE program and 
ways we can help increase enrollment.
https://eoschools.org/contact-us 

https://eoschools.org/contact-us
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