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What is The Education Trust?
• A national nonprofit that works to close 

opportunity gaps that disproportionately 
affect students of color and students 
from low-income backgrounds.

• Through our research and advocacy, Ed 
Trust supports efforts that expand 
excellence and equity in education from 
preschool through college and increase 
political and public will to act on equity 
issues.



Session Objectives
1. Why advanced coursework? Why now?

2. National findings 
• Diagnose the problem: Why aren’t Black and Latino 

students fairly enrolled in advanced coursework?
• What about the district level?

3. Preview state data tool

4. What can states do to address the problem?



What do we mean by advanced 
coursework?

Gifted & 
talented

8th Grade 
Algebra I

Advanced 
Placement



Advanced coursework opens doors
Students in advanced courses …

Work harder
Engage more in school
Are less likely to be absent
Are less likely to be suspended
Are more likely to graduate



Why now?
The findings that we will share shine a light 
on many of the systemic barriers that lock 
Black and Latino students out of critical 
opportunities. 

BUT this is an opportunity. There are policies 
and practices that we can pursue now to 
create real change. 



Ask your neighbor:
• If they were enrolled or knew 

students who were enrolled in 
AP, IB, GT, or 8th grade algebra?

• Why did you/they take those 
courses?

• What did you notice about 
people in those courses?



What we learned from 
national data:



No surprise that 
Black & Latino 
students are 
successful in 

advanced courses 
when given the 

opportunity.



Black and Latino students pass eighth grade 
algebra at a rate proportional to their overall 

enrollment
• Black students represent 

21% of the students 
enrolled in eighth grade 
algebra and 20% of the 
students who pass eighth 
grade algebra 

• Latino students represent 
27% of the students 
enrolled in eighth grade 
algebra and 26% of 
students passing



The 8th grade algebra I 
passing data is a helpful 
reminder that this is a 
system problem, not a 
student problem. 



Black and Latino students 
have shown that they can be 
successful, so where is the 
system failing?



Black and Latino 
students are 
underrepresented in 
advanced courses at 
every critical stage of 
their education.



Fair representation in advanced 
courses

EXAMPLE:

If 20% of students in a 
given state are Black, 
fair representation
means that 20% of 
students enrolled in 
advanced courses in 
that state are Black. 



Gifted and Talented Courses
If Black and Latino students 
were actually given a fair 
chance to participate, we 
would see an additional:

• 178,919 Black and 
Latino students

enrolled in gifted and talented 
courses around the country. 

We would need 2.5 Mercedes-Benz 
Stadiums to hold the number of students 
who would need to be enrolled.



8th Grade Algebra I Courses

• Black students make up 15% of the eighth grade student 
body in the United States, but only 10% of students 
enrolled in eighth grade Algebra I. 

• 25% of eighth graders are Latino, but only 18% of the 
students enrolled in eighth grade Algebra I are Latino. 



Advanced Placement (AP) Courses

If Black and Latino 
students had a fair 
chance to enroll, we 
would see nearly a 
quarter million more 
Black and Latino 
students enrolled in 
AP courses.



“The truth is Black and Latino 
students are not receiving these 
opportunities for reasons that 
have everything to do with policies, 
adult decisions, and practices and 
little to do with students’ academic 
abilities”



2. Is the system offering 
too few courses/ seats in 
certain schools?

3. Is the 
system 
problem a 
within 
school 
tracking 
problem? 

So where in the system do the 
problems exist?

1. Is the 
system 
failing to 
offer 
advanced 
courses 
at all? 



#1: No. Nationally, Black and Latino 
students are fairly represented among 
schools that offer advanced courses.

But there are still too many schools that 
don’t offer the courses at all.

Question: Is the system failing to offer advanced 
courses at all? 



8th grade Algebra: 

Black students make up 15% of students enrolled in 8th 
grade, and 14% of the students attending schools that 
offer 8th grade algebra. 

Latino students make up 25% of 8th graders, and 24% of 
students enrolled in schools that offer 8th grade algebra. 



Fair Access isn’t Sufficient Access

Nearly 1 in 10 high school 
students attend schools 
that do not offer a single 
AP course. 

1 in 4 high school 
students attend schools 
that do not offer a 
diverse range of AP 
courses.



Two systemic reasons for these 
inequities are:



#1: Yes. Schools that serve mostly 
Black and Latino students are not 
enrolling as many students in 
advanced classes as schools that 
serve fewer of these students.

Question: Is the system offering too few courses/ seats 
in certain schools?



Imagine two middle schools … 

School A School B
• 100 8th graders
• 75% of 

students are 
Black or Latino

• 25 students in 
8th grade 
Algebra

• 100 8th graders
• 10% of students 

are Black or 
Latino

• 30 students in 8th

grade Algebra

Across the country, schools like School A that are 
majority Black or Latino enroll fewer students in 

advanced courses. 



#2: Yes. Schools that do offer the 
courses – especially racially diverse 
schools – are denying Black and 
Latino students access.

Question: Is the system problem a within school tracking problem? 



OPRF offers 21 different AP courses. Black students are 20% 
of the student body but only 9% of students enrolled in AP. 

Source: Illinois Report Card, Oak Park & River Forest High School, 2017.
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This could be a result 
of gaps in prior 

preparation and/or 
racialized tracking. 



1. Nationally, Black 
& Latino students 
are fairly 
represented 
among schools 
that offer 
advanced courses. 
But there are still 
too many schools 
that don’t offer the 
courses at all.   

2. Schools that serve mostly Black and 
Latino students are not enrolling as 
many students in advanced classes as 
schools that serve fewer of these 
students.

3. Schools that 
do offer the 
courses –
especially 
racially diverse 
schools – are 
denying Black 
and Latino 
students 
access.

So why are Black and Latino students underrepresented 
in advanced courses?



How do systemic 
problems play out in 

districts?



District X:
• 100,000 students, about 40% of the students are 

Black, 20% are Latino, and 30% are White

• More than 1/4 of all 8th grade students are 
enrolled in Algebra I. 

• White and Asian students are 3X more likely to be 
enrolled in the course than Black, Latino and Native 
students



In district X, even if they closed the 
achievement gap between students of color 
and peers, the district would still have work 

to do



There are underlying differences in 
prior student performance, which are 
caused by inequities in prior 
opportunities and preparation. But 
those differences in prior achievement 
only explain about half of the gap 
between students of color and their 
peers. 



State by State Data Tool:



The state data tool will allow you all 
to:

• Answer these questions for your state.
• See how your state measures up against other states.
• Give you an idea of which recommendations will solve 

the identified problem(s) in your state.



Let’s use the data tool to 
find out more about 
access to gifted and 
talented programs in 
Georgia:



Are Black elementary schoolers fairly 
represented in gifted and talented programs? 

Why not?
1. Black students are not fairly represented.
2. Black elementary schoolers have access to gifted 

and talented programs at a similar rate as their 
peers.
• 96% of Georgia elementary schoolers attend a 

school with a gifted program
3. Schools that are majority Black in Georgia do not 

have enough seats (Georgia is 4th from the bottom).
4. Georgia schools either have gaps in prior 

preparation, identification, OR are practicing 
racialized tracking or some combination of all 3. 



In Georgia, Black 
students are 

NOT fairly 
represented in 

gifted and 
talented 

programs. There 
are slightly more 
than 50 students 

enrolled in 
gifted programs 
I for every 100 
Black students 
who should be 

enrolled.

Are Black students fairly represented 
in gifted and talented programs?



Courses: Do students overall attend 
schools that offer the course?

In Georgia, about 
96% of students are 
enrolled in schools 

that offer gifted and 
talented courses. 

That means only 4% 
of students in 

Georgia attend a 
school where the 

program isn’t offered 
at all.



Enrollment: Are Black students enrolled in schools that 
have a fair number of students enrolled in gifted and 
talented programs? In Georgia, the 

schools that enroll 
the most Black 
students do not 

have their fair share
of total seats in 

gifted and talented.



Share of enrollment: Are Black 
students given a fair opportunity to 
enroll in gifted programs?

In Georgia, there 
are slightly more 

than 50 Black 
students enrolled 
in G&T for every 

100 Black students 
who attend 

schools that offer 
the course.



So what is driving the inequities in 
Georgia’s gifted programs?

Underrepresentation in advanced 
coursework in Georgia begins early and 

is especially stark for Black students.

Georgia is among the worst of all states in 
terms of offering enough seats for Black 

students in gifted and talented programs (4th

worst). 

The problem in Georgia is twofold: disparities are driven by less seats 
in the schools Black students attend and by tracking within schools, 

where Black students are denied access to advanced courses that exist 
within their school buildings.



How do we change the 
system so that Black and 
Latino students have a 

fair opportunity?



Systemic Barriers = Opportunity Gaps
• Resource Inequities

• Educator Bias

• Easement & Grading Bias

• Lack of Access to Diverse Educators

• Inequitable Access to Quality Early Childhood 
Programs

• Lack of Communication with families and 
students about advanced opportunities

• Financial Barriers 



What can states do to solve 
systemic inequities?

1. Use data to identify the barriers that prevent students 
of color and students from low-income families from 
enrolling in advanced courses and take action.

2. Set clear and measurable goals for advancing access to 
and success in advanced coursework.

3. Invest to expand advanced coursework opportunities –
both courses and seats.

4. Require and support districts to expand eligibility for 
advanced courses.

5. Support Black, Latino, and low-income students' 
success in advanced courses.



What to do when the schools serving the most 
Black and Latino students do not offer enough 
courses, seats, or both:



What to do when Black and Latino students do not have a 
fair chance to enroll in the courses offered in their schools?



OPEN ENROLLMENT:

Remove the barriers to enroll in all advanced courses and 
provide underserved students with the same supports that their 
higher income peers receive. 

Solution 
that works



Working together for change!



Thank you! Questions?
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https://edtrust.org/resource/inequities-in-advanced-coursework/


