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“History is not the past, it is 
the present. 

We carry our 
history with us. 

We are our history. 

James Baldwin

Sankofa 
“Reach Back and Get It”



Mix it Up!

Share your card with partner…

What thoughts and feelings does this historical event, data, 
or image raise for you?

SWITCH CARDS and find a new partner



Any system produces what it was 
designed to produce.



“One does not understand structures 
or systems by looking at intent. 

Instead, we have to examine what 
they actually do—how they operate 

and what the outcomes are. 
Certainly a system or structure could 

be established for the purpose of 
excluding or discriminating. 

However, most structures produce 
racialized outcomes without intent.

john a. powell



“History is not the past, it is 
the present. 

We carry our 
history with us. 

We are our history. 

James Baldwin

Sankofa 
“Reach Back and Get It”



We have 
historical 
guides...



In Trios at Your Table…

● Which ancestor - familial or 
historical - do you want to “reach 
back to go get” in this moment? 

● What gift/contribution do you 
hope to draw upon and why is 
that important for you now?

Table Talk



BELE FRAMEWORK 
INTRO SECTION 
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BELE Network

Starting With Your Experience

Think-Pair-Share

Recall a learning setting 
where the conditions 
and/or context made it 
difficult for you to engage 
and/or learn. 

Describe that context 
and/or condition. In what 
ways did that disrupt your 
learning?



BELE Network

Student Learning & 
Development 

Outcomes

Student Behavior & 
Engagement

Student’s Subjective 
Experience

Learning Context & 
Conditions



BELE Network

The why behind our 
work



BELE Network

In order to unlock the full potential of every student, we need to 
reimagine our outdated school system that has failed too many for 
too long.

The bedrock of every democracy is well-educated and powerful young 
people. However, our schools were never designed to empower 
students of color or help educators break the cycle of institutional 
racism. We need to redesign our schools for the 21st century so that 
they work for all students, not just a few.

THE WHY BEHIND OUR WORK
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BELE Network

Who are we?
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BELE Network

16

BELE NETWORK COLLABORATORS AND PARTNERS



BELE Network

• Educators

• Administrators

• Researchers

• Nonprofits/CBOs

• Students/Families

• Funders

WHO WE ASPIRE TO BE 
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BELE Network

What we do



BELE Network

WHAT WE DO

THIS WORK IS COMPLEX, 
BUT WE ARE IN THIS TOGETHER.

The BELE Network works with educators, 
school districts, nonprofits, policymakers, 
and grantmakers to create conditions for 
joyful, liberating, and equitable student 
experiences and learning outcomes across 
the United States. 



BELE Network

THE BELE FRAMEWORK

In order for schools to create learning 
environments deserving of our young people, 
the BELE Network is committed to disrupting 
and reimagining the work in the following 
domains:

Student Experiences & Outcomes 

Organizational Structures & Conditions

Policy & Advocacy

Educators & Adults

Family & Community



Connections

Review the BELE Brief and in pairs, 
please reflect on:

1. In which priority areas do you 
spend most of your time 
working? What is important to 
you about this priority area?

1. What would be helpful for you 
to accelerate progress? 

Student Experiences & Outcomes 

Organizational Structures & Conditions

Policy & Advocacy

Educators & Adults

Family & Community



BELE Network

How you can play 
a role in 
this network
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BELE Network
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SCHOOLS ARE ONLY EQUITABLE WHEN EDUCATORS HAVE THE 
RESOURCES, TOOLS, AND BELIEF THAT ALL STUDENTS CAN 
THRIVE.

Educators are the essence of our 
K-12 system, and they collectively 
have the power to transform our 
schools and ensure that students 
emerge empowered and with a 
strong academic foundation. 

EDUCATORS



BELE Network

The Equitable Learning Library helps 
educators, parents, and policy 
makers find resources and 
recommendations for creating more 
equitable and empowering learning 
environments.

Check Out This Free Online Resource!
• TUESDAY 1:20-2:00

THE BELE LIBRARY 

RESOURCES



THANK YOU
www.belenetwork.org


